
 

Won’t Somebody Think of the (Anagrammatic 
Possibilities of the Names of Their) Children? 

by Tahnan, soon to be of Philadelphia 
 
Occasionally, puzzlers have the chance to rejoice, as a certain special kind of person 
becomes famous: a person whose name anagrams to a familiar word or phrase.  But for 
every Meg Ryan, Steve Irwin, and (bless ’er) Britney Spears, there are thousands upon 
thousands of Angelina Jolies and Gwyneth Paltrows and other people whose names just 
won’t yield to our deep-seated need to move letters around. 
 
In the spirit of this year’s flat competition, then, I offer the following puzzle that asks: 
what if the parents of celebrities had taken more care in naming their children? In the 
warmup section, use the clues to determine the new celebrity name and its MW-entry 
anagram.  
 

Warmup Section 
 

If the celebrity with the clued last name had the clued first name, 
his/her name would anagram to the indicated  word or phrase. 

 
First Name Last Name Word or Phrase 
Astronaut Grissom President Bill Providing expert advice (10) 
Writer Hurston Celebutante Paris On one’s back, perhaps (10) 
Actress Harden Actress Charlize The US, Canada, and Mexico (12, 2 wds) 
Director Polanski Actor Brad Vital, valuable, significant (9) 
Actor Green Politician Mitt Two phrases with the same spelling (10) 

Actress Yothers Intellectual Susan Staleness; lack of progress (10) 
Actor Asner Host Ryan Profanes, defiles (10) 

 
And a double-header: 
 
Singer of “Love Me Tender” Actor from Taxi Defaces, as with graffiti (10) 
Aforementioned actor Aforementioned singer A thermoplastic used in foam (11) 
 
In the challenge section, the new first names are left unclued, and it’s up to you to match 
the celebrity on the left to the word on the right and determine what first name the 
celebrity should have had to yield that word. If you take the first letters of the first 
names in the order of the left column, you’ll get a phrase describing the origin of this 
puzzle; if you take the first letters of the first names in the order of the right column, 
you’ll also get a phrase describing the origin of this puzzle. 
 
(As a solving aid, all first names are among the 300 most common male or female 
names in the US according to the 1990 census—no “Shiloh” or “Apple” or the like.  Also, 
none of them anagram to any other name in the 1,219 most common male names or 
4,275 most common female names according to that census—so you won’t be left 
wondering if someone should have been named “Dean” or “Edna”.) 



Challenge Section 

 
___________ Lead singer behind the hits “Losing My 

Religion” and “Everybody Hurts” 
Treatment of a subject with the 

intent of evoking a shallow 
emotional response (14) 

___________ 

___________ Star of Raising Arizona, The Piano and “Saving 
Grace” 

In an informal, chatty manner 
(14) 

___________ 

___________ Controversial ex-radio personality Pretend to be, assume the 
characteristics of (11) 

___________ 

___________ Oscar nominee for Affliction and The Prince of 
Tides 

Greeks belong to them (12) ___________ 

___________ Singer whose albums include Exile in Guyville 
and Somebody’s Miracle 

Folk-music jam sessions in which 
the audience often joins (12) 

___________ 

___________ Portrayer of Rosencrantz, Dracula, Lee Harvey 
Oswald, and Sirius Black 

Erotic interest in the dead (11) ___________ 

___________ Singer of “Just a Girl”, “Rich Girl”, and 
“Hollaback Girl” 

The state of being apart or 
divided (as with a married 
couple) (10) 

___________ 

___________ Movie star best-known for his role as The Sheik Moderation between extremes 
(10, two wds.) 

___________ 

___________ Actress who starred on Broadway in Into the 
Woods and Annie Get Your Gun 

An increase in intensity or scope 
(10) 

___________ 

___________ Actress who was in Leprechaun, Office Space, 
and “Friends” 

A resident of a state below the 
Mason-Dixon line (10) 

___________ 

___________ Actor who portrayed the chief of staff in Aaron 
Sorkin’s The American President and the 
American president in an Aaron Sorkin TV 
show 

Like the yang, as opposed to the 
yin (9) 

___________ 

 


