
Wednesday, 4pm: Sadome is kind enough to plow through the alpha version, complete with "Peacock throne" in the sixth set and a 
really terrible transformation based on decathlon events, and gives extremely helpful suggestions. I am extremely grateful for his 
feedback, but please do not hold him at all responsible for whatever errors remain. 
 
Also, I am deeply indebted to Arcs for coming up with the penultimate set, without which I would have had to resort to sets people 
would be less likely to know, like everyone who's played Doctor Who or Danny Ocean's gang. Thanks, Arcs! 

Another Con Puzzle—More Or Less 
TAHNAN, 2012 NPL Convention 

So my thought process—true story—went more or less like this: 
 
Monday, 2am: "I'm getting on a plane to Portland in two days, and I have yet to think of a workable idea for a 
con handout. Maybe I'm out of ideas; I've been doing this since 2001, making this my 12th convention. No, 
wait, because I missed Los Angeles in 2005 when I was writing my dissertation. Hey, that's it! A puzzle in 
which you have to identify transformed members of sets of twelve with one member missing!" 
 
Monday, 5am: "That totally would have worked, if only there were sets you could expect people to name 
without references. Labors of Hercules? Boy Scout law? Ugh. Now it's less than two days, and I'm back where I 
started. Oh, hey, what if there were sets of things from 1 to 12, and you had to identify the missing element 
from each one? I can totally make this work!" 
 
Tuesday, 7pm: "And with half a day to spare! Sure, the transformation on the set of novels by Margaret 
Mitchell is a little obscure, and it won't be easy to recognize the only member of the set of two without knowing 
it's a reversal, but this totally works! And if you take the indicated letter from each of the missing set 
members—the members themselves, without any transformations—you even get an appropriate phrase! Hey, 
maybe now I should figure out how to get to the hotel...." 
 

African 
Agent 
alias 

Alsatia 
aprons 
augury 
Bears 
beery 
Betty 

Big Red 
Bulldogs 
Chafee 
Charlie 

crew 

Crimson 
Davis 
decent 

diamond 
Earl 
edge 
ever 

guard 
heating 

heel 
Helen Keller 
instruments 

Irving 
Jamestown 

jangle 
juleps 
junket 
kana 
Lions 

Little Boy 
lone star 
magnolia 

marble 
mayhem 
nouveau 
novice 
octane 

palmetto 

peach 
period 

Quakers 
Rhode Island 

septic 
sighs 
Sirius 
sleuth 
smelt 
sorbet 

Soylent 
space shuttle 

Sumer 
sun 

surging 
Tigers 

toil 
tough 
Ulley 

wholly spear it 
Wright Flyer 

writhe 
yam roots 

yenned

 
Place the indicated letter from each of the 
missing items, in order, in the blanks: 

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 
      

 4th 5th 5th 6th 5th 2nd 4th 9th 2nd 5th 3rd 4th 
 

(or use the handy grid on the second sheet!) 
 

Need a hint?  If not, cover up this part of the paper! 
If so, the categories (not in order) are more or less: 

 



 

 

# Items  Missing Letter 
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