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An Introduction to Austin (from Boston) 
by Dr. Tahnan, Ph.D. 

Thank you for coming to my lecture on Austin—not the city, of course, but rather the renowned 
author of Sense and Sensibilia. Aust...yes, you in the front. What? No, not Jane Austen, 
renowned author of Sense and Sensibility! You want the English department on the other side of 
campus. This is J. L. Austin, the philosopher of language whose posthumous Sense and 
Sensibilia argued against sense-data theories of perception, and who first developed a theory of 
speech acts in his seminal...well, allow me to demonstrate. 
 A speech act, as you would certainly know if you had done the assigned reading, is the 
utterance of a particular sentence, and while it may have a locutionary act that simply states 
something true or false, e.g. "My given name is Tahnan" (that, by the way, is false; write that 
down, you will be tested on this later), there are some speech acts that are primarily 
illocutionary and cannot easily be identified as "true" or "false", but rather perform an action 
merely by being uttered and are thus "felicitous" or "infelicitous". Examples of these 
"performatives" include "I apologize" or "I resign" or "I bet you five dollars that the Red Sox will 
win the World Series": when spoken felicitously, which is to say in the right contexts, as when 
the speaker is sincere and when certain other conditions hold (there is something for which to 
apologize; a game of chess is being played; the bet is accepted), these sentences do not merely 
express that someone has apologized or resigned or bet money. Rather, a felicitous utterance of 
the sentence is itself the apology or the resignation or the bet! And while you might answer them 
with "I don't believe you're sincere", you certainly can't sensibly respond with "That's not true!" 
the way you could to an assertion like "My given name is Tahnan". 
 Other examples include "I name this ship the Puzzlers' Delight" or "I now pronounce you 
legally married"—again, assuming a context in which I have the right to name the ship and am 
perhaps smashing a bottle of champagne on its hull, or a context in which I am authorized by 
the state to conduct a wedding and the two people in front of me are permitted to be married 
and have themselves performed speech acts indicating that they do indeed take each other to be 
lawfully wedded spouses—these sentences then, by their very utterance, change the world in 
some way, by in fact naming the ship Puzzlers' Delight or pronouncing two people married. 
 You can, incidentally, often recognize these sentences by the ability to include the word 
"hereby": "I hereby apologize" or "I hereby name this ship..." are sensible things to say, whereas 
saying "My given name is hereby Tahnan" will only get you odd looks (and not only because the 
sentence is...anyone? Right, the sentence is false, as we covered earlier). 
 Now, from this theory...oh, I can see that you're getting restless, and are probably very 
much the kind of students who "learn by doing", as the modern pedagogical theories have it. 
Very well. If you turn your papers over, you will see that I have included twenty-two ordered 
clues. Now, if I say "I have gone from Boston to Austin", the utterance of that sentence in no way 
changes the world so that I will have indeed gone from Boston to Austin. Would that it were so 
easy to do so! No, instead, I offer a performative that does in fact take you from Boston to 
Austin: I hereby remove the initial B sound of this, leaving something of the same length. In the 
proper context—that is, when indicating something with an initial B sound that can be removed 
as described—the act of stating this wordplay can be seen as being the wordplay itself. And 
indeed, you may practice your speech acts by solving each clue in turn, and then while indicating 
your solution to the clue uttering the aforementioned performative sentence; if you utter it 
felicitously, you will indeed leave something of the same length (which you may write in the 
blanks provided). Because this is an educational assignment, I trust that you will in fact take the 
indicated letters and thereby spell out the title of Austin's work in which he lays out the theory of 
speech acts. The book may not be everything a puzzler would hope for given its title, but it is an 
important book nonetheless. (Be sure to read Chapter One before the next convention, where I 
will demonstrate how a simple performative sentence can turn Boston into Portland.) 



Note: while attending the lecture (reproduced on the other side) is not required, I honestly do 
not see how you expect to complete this assignment without coming to class and taking notes. 
 
Also, a word of thanks to my peer reviewers testsolvers: my coworkers Dave Fort, Avril Kenney, and 
Andrew Lin. Any remaining mistakes are the responsibility of the author. 
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• Morgan or Rothschild ___ ___ ___  ___ ___  

• Governing body  ___ ___ ___ ___   

• Intelligent  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

• Origin ___ ___ ___  ___   

• Vocally jeers  ___ ___ ___    

• Michael Jackson album ___  ___     

• Swan-wearing Icelandic singer ___  ___ ___ ___   

• Largest island in Europe ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ 

• Actor Warren ___ ___ ___  ___ ___  

• Primary color ___  ___ ___    

• Unseeing ___ ___  ___ ___   

• Butler turned lieutenant governor ___ ___ ___ ___  ___  

• Vitriol ___  ___ ___    

• Respire  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

• Uncovered, as a soul ___  ___ ___ ___   

• Arrived with ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

• Produce a constant gentle noise  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

• Cellist's necessity ___  ___     

• Person without intellect ___  ___ ___ ___   

• Less lit ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

• Invited, somewhat antiquatedly ___ ___  ___    

• They may be furrowed ___ ___ ___  ___   

 
Additional clues: 

 
66, for instance • Assistant • Awaken • Be short • Covered the inside of • Encircle in coils 
• Junior naval officer • Largest number in the title of a Best Picture Oscar winner before 

Million Dollar Baby won in 2005 • Like some teas and remedies • Man, for one • 
Morse's famous fourth word • On paper, perhaps • Orville or Frank Lloyd • 

Radiohead's Thom • Ran, in a way • Sailor's tattoo, perhaps • Seep • 
Soil • Stead • Total • Used a paddle • Varnish 


