
(Additional thanks to Katherine Bryant—Sorrel of Elsewhich, 2001—for testing.) 

“Fortunetide” 
Three auction puzzles by Lance Nathan 

 
Solve the three Fortunetide puzzles below, and write the answers into the blanks provided. Then 
transfer the letters to the numbered blanks at the bottom (you’ll have to provide spaces and 
punctuation) to find the answer to the question: 
 

Why is a puzzle the perfect thing to bid on at the Fortunetide Auction? 
 

For: __ __ __ __ __ __   
 14 6 15 19 4 11   

         
Tune: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 9 8 17 10 3 21 1 16 

         
Tide: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 18 7 5 20 13 12 2 22 

 
 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 

For 
 
Solve the twelve clues below (numbers indicate answer length), and write the answers into the 
blanks provided to form six common phrases, listed alphabetically. The first letters of the first 
words have been provided. Take the third letter of the last word in each phrase to spell out the 
final answer. 
 

F______________ for ________________ 

G______________ for ________________ 

M______________ for ________________ 

R______________ for ________________ 

T______________ for ________________ 

U______________ for ________________ 

 

Phobias (5) 
Rips or shreds (5) 

Remake of a song (5) 
“Thee” or “thou”, more modernly (3) 

Space between vertical bars on a musical staff (7) 
Number of feet vhin a line of iambic pentameter (4) 

Conversation or debate, sometimes held by panels (10) 
What you do with rulers, scales, calipers, or voltmeters (7) 
Word before “Irish” or “Illini” in Division I college sports (8) 

Pixar movie with the line “I was hiding under your porch because I love you” (2) 
Clint Eastwood, as opposed to Lee Van Cleef (“Bad”) and Eli Wallach (“Ugly”) (4) 

Word before and after “Forrest” in a 1994 movie quote or “Lola” in a 1998 movie title (3) 



- 2 – 

 Tune 
(story provided by Michelle Nathan) 

 
Fill in the blanks below to form song titles, using the boldfaced words in the story below. Cross 
out each word as you use it. The first letters of the unused words, in order, will spell the answer. 
 

“Livin’ on a ________” Bon Jovi 

“________s, Tramps, & Thieves” Cher 

“Love ________ No. 9” The Clovers 

“Church of the ________ Mind” Culture Club 

“Boulevard of Broken ________” Green Day 

“________ Riders in the Sky” Burl Ives 

“Written in the ________” Elton John/LeAnn Rimes 

“Working for the ________” Loverboy 

“Every Little Thing She Does is ________” The Police 

“Hazy Shade of ________” Simon and Garfunkel 

“Send in the ________” Stephen Sondheim 

“The ________’s So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades” Timbuk3 

“Pinball ________” The Who 

 
 They were off. Everything was ready for their adventure. True, they had a quest, a 
royal mission to fulfill, but how hard could it be to find a Winter Gem? Micah had his magic, 
Bronwyn had her prayer, and Sash had stories to entertain them. Davin’s sword was sharp, as 
were Talen’s eyes. Walker had plotted their course and knew where all the taverns were on the 
way. He said it would be a week there and a weekend of searching, and then back home. 
 As they started out, they were all in good spirits. Sash and Talen were clowns, tossing 
acorns at Davin, who would knock them out of the air with his hand. The weather was beautiful. 
The air was so clear that mountains in the distance created the illusion that they could reach 
out and touch them. Some evenings they did stay in the inns Walker had mapped, but other 
nights they decided to sleep under the stars. Bronwyn’s dreams were clearer on those nights 
and Spring gave her clues to where the Gem might be. Her Season told her of a ghost under a 
spell to keep him from his love. This is where their treasure could be found, in the hands of 
this man. 
 When they reached the small village, they started to seek the ghost. The people of the 
village knew the man: he had fallen in love with the daughter of a cruel wizard. The wizard, 
being cruel, did not approve of their love, and so she killed the man with poison. Her daughter, 
as one could imagine, was not happy and she worked her own magic to place her love’s soul 
within the Winter Gem to keep him close forever. One old villager said she keeps the gem in a 
locked chest in a cave deep in the woods. A gypsy seer gave them a book with a potion that 
would release the man’s soul and reunite the lovers. After that, the gypsy said with the certainty 
of one who knows the future, the lovers would certainly be willing to gift the Gem to them as a 
reward. 
 Walker looked at the list of items needed for the potion then looked at his companions. 
“Well, I guess we better get started.” 
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Tide 
 

D I S I L L U S I O N 

S U N D A Y P U N C H 

B L U E F I N T U N A 

O V E R I N S U R E S 

L I G H T W E I G H T 
 
Tides, of course, are caused by the moon. Below are eight descriptions of moons in our solar 
system: Phobos and Deimos of Mars, Callisto and Ganymede of Jupiter, Tethys and 
Hyperion of Saturn, and Umbriel and Titania of Uranus. (Each moon is used once.) In the 
grid above, shade in the letters indicated by each clue, every time they appear, to get a 
representation of the answer to this puzzle. 
 

•  One moon becomes a Best Picture winning movie if you change one letter. 
 Shade in the letter that gets changed. 
 
• One moon becomes a word meaning “people like Yo Yo Ma” if you change two letters. 
 Shade in the letter that gets changed that comes later in the word. 
 
• One moon becomes a word meaning “promotional recordings” if you remove one letter. 
 Shade in that letter. 
 
• One moon becomes an English word if you remove its first letter. 
 Shade in that letter. 
 
• One moon can be split into two words, one meaning “charged with energy” and other 
meaning “charged particle”. 

 Shade in the moon’s first letter. 
 
• One moon contains a kind of cheese. (Some moons really are made of cheese!) 
 Shade in the first letter of the cheese. 
 
• One moon has all the right consonants (in reversed order) and none of the right vowels 
to spell the last name of tenor Placido. 

 Shade in the moon’s first consonant. 
 
• One moon, when written in all capitals, only uses letters made up of straight lines, except 
for one. 

 Shade in that letter. 
 
 


